
Ritchie Park Elementary School PTA 

Minutes of November Meeting 
Date: November 1, 2016 
Time: 7:30 PM 
Venue: School Library 
 
Agenda: 

 Welcome and Icebreaker 

 Presentation by Dr. Alan Zametkin, child psychiatrist 

 Report from Shawn Eum, delegate to the Montgomery County Council of PTAs 

 Vote for second MCCPTA delegate 

 Budget and fundraising discussion 

 Richard Montgomery cluster report 

 Drawing for $10 Amazon.com gift certificate 
 

Proceedings 

1. Meeting called to order by PTA president Sirina Tsai at 7:35 PM. PTA officers and school 

administrators were introduced.  

 

2. Dr. Alan Zametkin led an informal discussion about parenting strategies for elementary-aged 

children. He specializes in ADHD, but has experience with a full spectrum of mood/behavior 

issues. We covered a broad spectrum of parenting issues, including: screen time, enforcing 

consequences, positive reinforcement, nature vs. nurture, and kids with ADHD.  

 

For more information, please contact Dr. Zametkin at alanzametkin@chesapeakeadd.com or 

visit his practice’s web site at www.chesapeakeadd.com. 

 

3. Shawn Eum provided an update on the Montgomery County PTA council. The MCCPTA advocacy 

priorities were approved in October; we will provide a link to these as soon as they are available 

online.  

 

At the last MCCPTA meeting, some concerns were raised about the financial burden ($54-56) of 

the county’s fingerprinting requirement on parents who wish to accompany students out of 

town (>50 miles) or after school hours on field trips. The county is looking for solutions. In the 

meantime, Ritchie Park is able to finance fingerprinting for some parents.  

 

On new school start times: A recent adjustment to Gov. Hogan’s executive order on school start 

times means that, in all likelihood, MCPS will be starting after Labor Day next year.  

 

4. Rodney Peele provided a Richard Montgomery HS Cluster update. Lots of news: 

 Parents are invited to attend a Facilities and Boundaries hearing at the Board of 

Education on November 10 (see 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/boe/meetings/agenda/2016/CIP

Hrngdraft%20agenda-111016.pdf).  A new elementary school will open in our cluster 
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(RM) in Fall 2018. We want to make sure they build a big enough school that we don’t 

face overcrowding soon.  

 With the new school will come new boundaries for the other elementary schools in the 

cluster. Additionally, the Chinese immersion program (currently at College Gardens ES) 

may be moved. We’re not yet sure how the redistricting process is going to work, but 

Ms. Long will communicate information to us as she learns it. We do know that the 

process will be limited to elementary school boundaries. 

 On Nov. 15 there is a meeting at Richard Montgomery HS to discuss the feasibility of 

expanding the school. Parents are encouraged to attend and advocate for a large 

enough expansion to prevent overcrowding in the near future.  

 

5. PTA president Sirina Tsai moved to allow the PTA board appoint a second MCCPTA delegate. The 

motion was approved. 

 

6. President Sirina Tsai led a discussion on budget and fundraising. The annual PTA budget is 

$34,000. $13,000 goes to faculty and staff as gifts, reimbursements for school supplies, 

laminating film, scholarship for field trips, etc. An additional $2,300 is overhead: insurance and 

dues to county and state PTA organizations. The remaining money funds PTA-sponsored events, 

covering expenses like room rental, supplies, and food.  

 

Right now we have $7,200 in the bank. We need to raise the rest, and the PTA board is 

proposing a direct donation drive in mid-November with a target of $25,000. Most parents in 

attendance were supportive of this idea; they like writing a check and having 100% of the 

proceeds go to the PTA. However, some concerns were raised about appropriate messaging (we 

need to stay positive), logistics of collection (teachers and school administrators cannot handle 

PTA funds), and fundraising fatigue (boosterthon and read-a-thon are both still in recent 

memory). Suggestions for next school year (2017-2018) included raising dues and charging a 

small entry fee for PTA events.  

 

7. Membership. Join online at http://www.ritchieparkpta.org/. Each parent in a family can join as a 
separate member. We have 160 members signed up to date. 

 
8. We welcome your input! Contact Sirina Tsai via text at 202-549-5071 with any ideas or concerns. 

Representante para las familias de habla Hispana: Ernesto Martinez (martinez0608@gmail.com).  
 

9. Sirina Tsai adjourned the meeting at 8:30 PM 
 

Prepared by: 
Amy Trost 
PTA Secretary 
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